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Acts 5 

• Acts 5:1-11 

• Ananias and Sapphira a lesson on the fear 
of God for the early church. 

• The fear of the Lord or the fear of God is to 
be understood as an awesome respect and 
honor for the power and presence of God.   

• It does carry the idea of genuine fear 
knowing that God is omnipotent.   

 



The Fear of the Lord 

• Jesus tells us concerning the fear of the 
Lord. 

• Luke 12:4 I tell you, my friends, do not be 
afraid of those who kill the body and after 
that can do no more.  

• 5 But I will show you whom you should 
fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the 
body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, 
I tell you, fear him.  

 



The Fear of the Lord 

• Exodus 20:20  Moses said to the people, 
"Do not be afraid. God has come to test 
you, so that the fear of God will be with 
you to keep you from sinning."  

• Job 28:28  The fear of the Lord — that is 
wisdom, and to shun evil understanding. 

• Psalm 111:10 The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom; all who follow his 
precepts have good understanding. 

 



The Fear of the Lord 

• Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 
wisdom and discipline. 

• Proverbs 10:27  The fear of the Lord adds 
length to life, but the years of the wicked 
are cut short. 

• Proverbs 14:27  The fear of the Lord is a 
fountain of life, turning a man from the 
snares of death.  

 

 

 



Acts 5 

• Acts 5:12-16 

• Many miracles, signs and wonders were 
being done by the Apostles. 

• People were getting saved.   

• Crowds increased  

• Peter’s shadow 

• “and they were all healed” 

 

 



Acts 5 

• Acts 5:17-28 

• The second arrest of the Apostles.  No one 
is named but it implied that it is Peter and 
John again.  

• Miraculous deliverance by the “angel of the 
Lord”.  A supernatural intervention by God 
for his purposes and glory.   

• They continued as directed by the angel.   



Acts 5 

• Acts 5:29-32 

• The Apostle’s response. 

• Acts 5:29   Peter and the other apostles 
replied: “We must obey God rather than 
men!  

• Basically the same answer at the first 
arrest.  Acts 4:19-20 



Acts 5 

• Acts 5:33-42 

• Gamaliel’s counsel 

• Gamaliel the son of rabbi Simeon, and 
grandson of the famous rabbi Hillel. He was a 
Pharisee, and therefore the opponent of the 
party of the Sadducees. He was noted for his 
learning, and was president of the Sanhedrim 
during the reigns of Tiberius, Caligula, and 
Claudius, and died, it is said, about eighteen 
years before the destruction of Jerusalem.  



Acts 5 

• Paul was a disciple of Gamaliel. 

• Acts 22 Then Paul said: 3“I am a Jew, born 
in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this 
city. Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly 
trained in the law of our fathers and was 
just as zealous for God as any of you are 
today. 

• Gamaliel helped shape Paul’s OT theology.   



The will of God 

• Gamaliel’s advice gives us some keys into 
the will of God. 

• Acts 5:38  For if their purpose or activity is 
of human origin, it will fail.  39 But if it is 
from God, you will not be able to stop 
these men; you will only find yourselves 
fighting against God.  

• 1.  The efforts and activities of man without 
the will of God will come to nothing.   



The will of God 

• 2.  For us success as Christians depends 
upon our obedience to walking in the will 
of God. 

• 3.  Time will reveal the results. 

• 4.  We look for fruitfulness as a result of 
the will of God.  

• 5.  We look for personal growth as a result 
of will of God.       
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