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The Life of Stephen 

• Stephen according to early church tradition 
was one of the 70 disciples that Jesus sent 
out.   

• Stephen was a Hellenist, a Greek-speaking 
Jew. Thus he belonged to that class of Jews 
usually residing outside of Palestine who, 
though distinguished from the orthodox 
Palestinian Jew by a broader outlook on life 
due to a more liberal education. 



The Life of Stephen 

• Acts 6:3-5 and 8-15 

• Stephen the Deacon.  

• Stephen’s credentials had nothing to do 
with the office to which he was selected.   

• His recorded ministry tells us nothing of the 
social services for which he was chosen. 

• Before Paul, Stephen and Philip next to 
Peter and John were the outstanding 
ministries.  



The Life of Stephen 

• The account of Stephen’s ministry and 
sermon in chapter 7 come from the Apostle 
Paul as Saul before he was saved. 

• Saul had heard Stephen’s whole sermon 
and when Stephen was stoned “the 
witnesses laid their clothes at his feet”  
Acts 7:58 and Acts 22:20   

• Paul then related this story to Luke.   

 



The Sermon 

• Acts 7 

• This is the only recorded sermon where 
the results was death for the preacher.   

• It is the longest sermon in the book of 
Acts. 

• The sermon is based on the LXX.  

• This sermon started a great persecution 
of the early church.   

 



The Preaching of Stephen 

• The method of preaching was Biblical 
survey. 

• The survey established his credentials as 
a preacher for his Hebrew audience.   

• He used Biblical illustrations. 

• He used Biblical applications.   

• The teaching, preaching, illustrations 
and applications were from the Word.   



The Preaching of Stephen 

• The sermon is an apologetics message. 

• Apologetics means “in defense”  

• The sermon leads to Acts 7:51-53 
challenging the condition of the heart. 

• Answering the question “What is this 
sermon about?” 

• Leading to a decision and a clear 
conclusion.       



Heaven Opened  

• Acts 7:55-56 

• Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit. 

• He was looking up to heaven. 

• He saw a vision of the glory of God.   

• Jesus “standing at the right hand of 
God” 

• A literal fulfillment of Mark 14:62 



Stephen’s Martyrdom 

• Was an illegal execution according to 
Roman law but because it had no 
political value the execution was carried 
out according to Jewish tradition for a 
blasphemer.  

• The death of Stephen was the first of the 
great martyrs of the early church.   

• Martyr’s blood is powerful .  



Stephen’s Martyrdom 

• The impression made by Stephen’s 
death was even greater than that made 
by his life. Though it marks the 
beginning of the first great persecution 
of Christians, the death of the first 
Christian martyr resulted in the greatest 
acquisition Christianity has probably 
ever made, the conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus. 



The Effects of Stephen’s Martyrdom 

• 1.  Philip’s evangelistic tour begins in 
Acts chapter 8. 

• 2.  Paul’s conversion happens in Acts 
chapter 9 

• 3.  Peter’s missionary tour in Acts 10-11. 

• 4. The church in Syrian Antioch.          
Acts 11:19 

• 5.  The expansion of the Church started 
with the death of Stephen.   
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