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The Persecution  

• The persecution that was designed to kill 
the church God used to grow it.  Acts 8:1-3    

• The trouble we face as Christians is always 
an opportunity for growth. 

• “They tried to stomp out the flames of 
revival and all they did was scatter the 
embers all over the world.”                         
Leonard Ravenhill 

 



The Persecution  

   “The persecution that was designed to 
extirpate the church was by the overriding 
providence of God made an occasion of the 
enlargement of it.  Christ said, I am coming    
to send fire on the earth; and they thought 
by scattering those who were kindled with 
that fire, to have put it out, but instead of 

this they did but help to spread it.” 
Matthew Henry 

 



The Life of Philip  

• Philip is one of the seven Deacons in 
Acts 6:5 

• He is called an Evangelist in Acts 21:8 

• The greatest ministry of evangelism in 
the New Testament.   

• Had four daughters who prophesied, 
some translations say were prophets.  
Acts 21:9 



The Life of Philip  

• Philip died in Hierapolis in Phrygia. 

• Philip announced the Good News with 
miracles, signs and wonders taking the 
Gospel to Samaria.  Acts 8:4-8 

• His two specific converts were Simon 
the Sorcerer in Acts 8:9-25 and the 
Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8:26-40   



Philip’s Gift Mix  

• Evangelist. 

• The gift of miracles.   

• Gifts of healing. 

• The gift of teaching. 

• The gift of preaching. 

• The gift of serving. 

• With other gifts as well.      



The Power of God  

• Philip demonstrated the Gospel by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

• Mark 16:20 Then the disciples went out 
and preached everywhere, and the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed his 
word by the signs that accompanied it.  

• Hebrews 2:1-4  

• I Corinthians 2:4-5 / 4:19-20 



Simon the Sorcerer   

• The most respected and feared power in 
Samaria until Philip. 

• His understanding of salvation and the 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit was hollow. 

• From this moment he disappears from 
the Church’s history. The term “Simony,” 
as denoting the purchase for money of 
spiritual offices, is derived from him. 



The Ethiopian Eunuch   

• The Ethiopian Eunuch came from a 
tradition of black Jews dating back to 
the time of Solomon and who continue 
to this day.   

• The country he came from was Meroe, 
in Upper Nubia. It was long the center 
of commercial trade between Africa and 
the south of Asia, and became famous 
for its wealth. 



The Ethiopian Eunuch   

• There is a tradition that Candace was 
herself converted to Christianity by her 
treasurer on his return, and that he 
became the apostle of Christianity in 
that whole region, carrying it also into 
Abyssinia.  

• It is said that he also preached the 
gospel in Arabia Felix and in Ceylon, 
where he suffered martyrdom. 



Water Baptism  

• There are 9 references to water 
baptisms in the book of Acts. 

• There is no set formula for baptizing in 
the book of Acts.   

• The references are simply to express 
Christian baptism. 

• The only words we have for baptism are 
found in Matthew 28:19  



The Early Acts Series: Acts 8 

Dr. Michael Erickson 


