
The Gospel of Love 
I John 3 
Dr. Michael Erickson 



I John 3:1-3 

• “Lavished”.  Ephesians 1:7-8  

• “Children of God” occurs 9 times in 
the NT as a title for us.   

• John 1:12 and Philippians 2:15 

• What other titles do we have as 
“children of God”? 

 



I John 3:1-3 

• “We shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is”. 

• Seeing him.  Job 19:23-27 

• To be like him.  Romans 8:29              
I Cor. 15:49 II Cor. 3:18  Eph. 4:12 

• How will you recognize him? 

 



I John 3:4-10 

• The phrase “Keeps on sinning”, and 
“Continues to sin”.  

• Hebrews 10:26-31  II Peter 2:20-22   
II Peter 3:17-18 

• What happens to us if we continue 
the willful practice of sin? 



I John 3:4-10 

• “The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the devil’s 
work.” 

• Acts 10:38 Colossians 2:13-15  
Hebrews 2:14  

• What happened on the cross is to be 
enforced by the Church. 

 



I John 3:11-15 

• Cain and Abel.  Genesis 4:1-16 

• Why do you think the first capital 
offence was not met with capital 
punishment? 

• Hate and murder.  I John 3:15   

• Anger and murder.  Matt. 5:21-22 

 



I John 3:11-15 

• How important are you actions in 
this life?  Verse 12 

• What do your actions say about 
your faith?  James 2:14-26 

• You are not saved by works but 
works will come because you are 
saved.  Ephesians 2:8-10 

 



I John 3:16-20 

• “We ought to lay down our lives for 
our brothers.” 

• As Jesus did.  John 15:13  

• What does it mean to “lay down our 
lives” for each other? 

• What scriptures speak to this? 

 



I John 3:16-20 

• James talks about faith in action and 
John talks about love in action. 

• Jesus expressed this in the Parable 
of the Sheep and Goats in Matthew 
25:31-46 

• Will our faith and love express these 
actions? 

 



I John 3:21-24 

• Condemnation.  Romans 8:1,34 

• “Confidence before God”     
Hebrews 4:16 / 10:19,35 / 13:6 

• Prayer and obedience.  John 15:7 

• Why do you think obedience is such 
an important part of prayer? 

 



I John 3:21-24 

• The commands in 1 John are to 
believe in Jesus Christ and to love 
one another.   

• How do you recognize the “spirit” 
within you? 

• What is the difference between the 
“spirit” and the “soul”? 
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