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The Sermon on The Mount
 Matthew’s version of the Sermon on The Mount is
the longest sermon of Jesus in the Bible.
 It is the most profound sermon bringing us from
Old Testament thinking to New testament
thinking. From the Law to the Kingdom of God.
 Luke’s version of the Sermon on The Mount is
scattered from Luke chapter 6 through chapter 12.
 Luke 6:17 according to Luke it is the Sermon on
The Plain.”

The Sermon on The Mount
 Matthew describes a mountainside, Luke
describes a level place or plane. The idea is much
like the valley in Big Bear.
 The Gospels of Mark and John do not have the
Sermon.
 Matthew and John were there for the Sermon.

 The book of James is based upon the Sermon on
The Mount.

Matthew 5
 This is a three part teaching on the Sermon on the
Mount which consists of chapters 5, 6 and 7.
 The Sermon on the Mount takes the law and
commandments from external rules and
regulations to that of the heart, how to feel and
think.
 Chapter 5 deals with the Beatitudes, being salt and
light, fulfilling the law, the heart issues of anger,
lust, divorce, oaths, retaliation and enemies.

The Beatitudes
 Matthew 5:1-12
 The word “Beatitude” comes from the Latin word
beatus meaning blessed, happy, fortunate, being
in a state of well-being in relationship to God.
 The first four portray the ideal heart condition of
those in the Kingdom of God.

 The second group of five presents the actions
resulting from the attitude of the Kingdom heart.

The Beatitudes
 They show that the Old Testament expectations
will be fulfilled in the new Kingdom.
 They are a code of ethics for the disciples and a
standard of conduct for all believers
 They address the core of our heart issues. The
conditions of the heart precedes blessing.

 They contrast Kingdom values eternal verses
worldly values temporary.

The Beatitudes
 They contrast the superficial faith of the Pharisees
with the real faith that Christ demands.
 The Beatitudes are the introduction and
foundation of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount.
 Each Beatitude tells us how we can be blessed by
God. Answering the question, “What do I have to
do to be blessed in my life?”
 The core of Christ’s thinking and teaching starts
here.

The Beatitudes
 The Beatitudes are the opposite of clashing
worldly values of pride, personal independence,
happiness at any cost, power, pursuing personal
gain, judging, condemning, duplicity of heart, not
living in peace, and weak commitments.
 If your heart is right, your actions will be right and
the result will be the blessings of God.

Salt and Light
 Matthew 5:13-16
 Being different to make a difference.
 Salt is flavorful, preserving, as valuable as gold in
the ancient world. A necessary mineral for life.
 Light causes revelation for sight, light causes
growth, light is contrasted with darkness.
 Light is equated with righteousness and darkness
is equated with sin.

The Heart of the Law
 Matthew 5:17-20
 Jesus came to fulfill the heart of the Law, in
relationship not in religion.

 Jesus wanted people to see the heart of God in
giving the Law, not an impersonal set of
guidelines.
 Exceeding the righteousness of the Pharisees and
Scribes is a matter of the heart, faith, and
relationship with God.

Heart Verses Law
 Jesus contrasted his teaching on the matters of the
heart with the practice of the law.
 Jesus would say “You have heard that is was said”
quoting the Old Testament.
 The he would say, “But I say to you.” relating the
New Covenant thinking.

 The Pharisees looked to the Law for approval, but
Jesus used it to reveal the condition of the heart.

Heart Issues
 Anger
 Matthew 5:21-26
 Murder is equated with anger. A matter of the
heart.
 “Raca” means worthless. The word actually has
no meaning.
 “Fool” folly of wickedness, condemning someone
to hell.

Heart Issues
 Lust
 Matthew 5:27-30
 Taking the action of adultery from the physical to
the matter of the heart.
 The heart issues are where sin starts. Lust is the
adultery of the heart.

 Sexual immorality is sex outside of marriage,
including adultery and fornication. Premarital
sex, in (the Old English is called) “fornication”.

Heart Issues
 Divorce
 Matthew 5:31-32
 Malachi 2:16 “I hate divorce,” says the LORD
God of Israel, “and I hate a man’s covering
himself with violence as well as with his
garment,” says the LORD Almighty. So guard
yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.

Heart Issues
 Matthew 19:7-8 “Why then,” they asked, “did
Moses command that a man give his wife a
certificate of divorce and send her away?”
 8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to
divorce your wives because your hearts were
hard. But it was not this way from the
beginning.

Heart Issues
 Oaths
 Matthew 5:33-36
 Truth and your word are a matter of the heart.
 Jesus is saying that oaths and swearing are not
necessary if you are a person of truth.

 Mean what you say and say what you mean.
 Your word is your bond.

Heart Issues
 Retaliation
 Matthew 5:38-42
 Don’t retaliate like the world does, but if someone
does harm to you go out of your way to respond
with love and kindness.
 Don’t respond out of selfishness, or in kind, but
respond with sacrificial giving.

Heart Issues
 Loving your enemies
 Matthew 5:43-48
 The phrase and “hate your enemy” is not found in
the Old Testament.” It was a common saying in
the days of Jesus permitting the Jew to hate the
Gentile.

 Romans 12:17-21 Proverbs 25:21-22
 II Kings 6:21-23
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