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Four principles  

of interpretation 

for the Seven Churches. 



Historical interpretation 

Personal application 

Spiritual significance 

Prophetic purpose  

 



How Christ is revealed to 

the Seven Churches. 



Ephesus 

“These are the words of him who 

holds the seven stars in his right 

hand and walks among the seven 

golden lampstands.” 



Smyrna 

“These are the words of him who 

 is the First and the Last, 

who died and came 

to life again.”  



Pergamum 

“These are the words of him who 

has the sharp, double-edged 

sword.”  



Thyatira 

“These are the words of the 

Son of God, whose eyes are like 

blazing fire and whose feet are 

like burnished bronze.”  



Sardis 

“These are the words of him who 

holds the seven spirits of God 

and the seven stars.” 



Philadelphia 

“These are the words of him who 

is holy and true, who holds the 

key of David. What he opens no 

one can shut, and what he shuts 

no one can open.” 



Laodicea 

“These are the words of the 

Amen, the faithful and true 

witness, the ruler of God’s 

creation.”  



The Seven Churches of 

Revelation chapters 2 and 3 

are prophetic pictures of 

the Church age. 



Ephesus 

The Apostolic Age 

30-100 A.D.  



Smyrna 

The Persecuted Church 

100-312 A.D.  



Pergamum 

The Indulged Church 

312-606 A.D.   



Thyatira 

The Pagan Church 

606 A.D. - Tribulation  



Sardis 

The Dead Church 

1520 A.D. - Tribulation  



Philadelphia 

The Evangelical Church 

1750 A.D. – the Rapture  



Laodicea 

The Apostate Church 

1900 A.D. – Tribulation   



The church at Pergamum 

Revelation 2:12-17 



Pergamum 

The Indulged Church 

312-606 A.D.   



Pergamum 

Compromised, worldly 

type of churches 

supported by the  

government.  



Revelation 2:13 

“the place of Satan’s throne” 

“where Satan lives” 



Pergamum is therefore the most 

difficult place especially for 

spiritual warfare. 



Revelation 2:13 

“Antipas my faithful 

witness” 



This “faithful witness” was one 

of the church’s early martyrs 

before 100 AD. Tradition suggests 

that he was one of Jesus’ disciples 

and a bishop of Pergamum. 

 According to legend, he was 

slowly roasted alive. 

 



“Teaching of Balaam” 

Revelation 2:14 

II Peter 2:15-22 

Jude 11-13 



The sin of Peor 

Numbers 25:1-9 

Numbers 31:15-16 



“Teaching of the Nicolaitans” 

Revelation 2:6,15 



The Doctrine of the Nicolaitans. 

The teaching of Nicolas one 

of the 7 Deacons in Acts 6. 



Nicolas 

“conqueror of the people” 

to subjugate and control 

people through 

religious practices. 



In addition, 

sexual immorality 

and eating meat sacrificed 

to idols and pagan practices.  



Repentance in the 

book of Revelation 



Repentance in the 

book of Revelation 



11 references to 

“repentance” in Revelation 



Revelation 2:5,16,21-22 

3:3,19 / 9:20-21 

16:9,11 



The church at Thyatira  

Revelation 2:18-29 



Thyatira 

The Pagan Church 

606 A.D. - Tribulation  



Revelation 2:19 

Thyatira’s good qualities. 

 Progressively improving . 



The teaching of Jezebel 

Revelation 2:20 



I Kings 18:19 

“the four hundred prophets of 

 Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s 

 table.”  

 



Sexual immorality 

idol worship 

unrepentant 

rebellious 



Revelation 2:25 

 “Only hold on to what you 

have until I come.”  



The promise to the 

“overcomer” in the 

book of Revelation. 



10 passages 

Revelation 2:7,11,17,26 

3:5,12,21 / 12:11 / 17:14 

21:7 
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